POL1 313
American Presidential Politics

Fall Quarter 2012

Wellesley College

Course Time: Wednesday, 2:15-4:45

Course Location: Pendleton Hall East 139

Instructor: Chris Baylor





 

Email: cbaylor@wellesley.edu
Office Hours: W 12:00-2:00PM, Pendleton Hall East Room 230
This course constitutes an inquiry into the origins, structure, and operations of the modern American presidency.  Its purpose is to familiarize students with concepts and issues at the center of contemporary political science scholarship on the presidency.  What qualities do we expect our presidents to possess in office and how successfully do our electoral institutions select for such individuals?  What are the determinants of effective presidential leadership?  What is the proper role of the presidency in the contemporary American political system?

Examinations and Grades

Three Position Papers: 20% each

Exam: 20%

Class Participation: 20%

In order to receive a final grade, you must compete all of the following assignments: one exam, and three eight-page “position papers.”  Each will be worth 20 percent of your grade.  Students will be required to submit two copies of their papers at the beginning of class on the due date, one online and the other, a hard copy.  Late submissions will be penalized by one grade for each day passed the due date.  Students who miss the exam will not be able to retake it without a documented medical excuse.  

The paper topics are as follows:

1. Based on Epic Journey and Game Change, are primary and general election victories determined by any features of politics that remain the same from one election to another?  Or is every presidential election idiosyncratic, and depend on factors that vary every four years?

2. Based on The Politics Presidents Make and The Opposition Presidency, where does President Obama fit in Stephen Skowronek’s theory of Political Time?

3. Based on The Rhetorical Presidency, do you think the “old way,” “middle way,” or “new way” is the ideal form of presidential rhetorical leadership?
The remaining 20 percent will be determined by class participation.  Class participation will be determined by contribution to the discussion, not mere attendance. To involve all students, I may occasionally call upon students to participate without volunteering.  There is a lot of range in the responses students might offer when called upon, but student answers should show that they have been following the discussion and, depending on the question, doing the assigned reading. 

If your participation is excellent, you will receive an A.  This entails having a point of view that shows command of the assigned reading, some originality and enthusiasm in discussing it, and clear and convincing arguments.  If your participation is good to very good, you will receive a B.  To receive a B, you need to have a point of view that is competent, interesting, and well-articulated, even though you might not have fully digested the material.  If your comments are inaccurate or inconsistent, or you haven’t developed a reasoned point of view on the assigned material, you will receive a C.  Students who do not participate or attend will receive an F.  
Grade appeals:  

I recognize that grading is an imprecise art and take measures to insure both uniformity and fairness in the grading process.  Some things might be graded too easily while others are graded too severely.  My hope is that the mistakes will be randomly distributed.  Sometimes the mistakes will work in your favor by giving you a higher grade than you deserve. Sometimes you may get a grade lower than you deserve. For that reason, there is a presumption against changing grades on appeal.  Nonetheless, you do have the right to appeal grades you consider unfair. The appeal process works as follows: 

If you want to appeal your grade, you must write out a statement of no more than 250 words explaining the rationale for the appeal. You must provide the written statement and the original exam within a week from the time an assignment is handed back.   

The written statement should indicate why you think you deserved a higher grade.  It should also indicate the grade you think the exam should have been given.  If I think an appeal is frivolous, I will return it without an explanation.  If I determine that an appeal has some merit but does not warrant a regrading, I will return it to you with an explanation.  If I determine the appeal has merit, I will regrade the entire assignment (which will be an entire exam if it’s an exam). In all cases, the second grading is final. 

If the basis of an appeal is a perceived discrepancy in the grades that you and another student received for the same assignment, the appeal must provide a written statement and original copies of both assignments.  In such instances, to insure uniformity and fairness, if the appeal is deemed meritorious, I may adjust one grade upwards or the other grade downwards.  In all cases, the second grading is final.
Required Books

1. James W. Caeser, Andrew E. Busch, and John J. Pitney, Jr., Epic Journey: The 2008 

Elections and American Politics
2. David Crockett, The Opposition Presidency 

3. John Heilemann and Mark Halperin, Game Change: Obama and the Clintons, McCain 
and Palin, and the Race of a Lifetime

3. Forest McDonald, The American Presidency: An Intellectual History
4. Stephen Skowronek, The Politics Presidents Make
5. Jeffrey Tulis, The Rhetorical Presidency
COURSE OUTLINE

This schedule is tentative and any changes will be made in time for you to adapt.

Part 1
Presidential Selection



Reading for the first class: Epic Journey, 1, 3-4; Game Change, parts I-II

Sept. 5

Intro and Choosing Party Nominees: Smoked Filled Rooms and Primaries
Reading for next class: Epic Journey, 5; Game Change, part III
Sept. 12
The General Election and the Electoral College


Reading for next class: The American Presidency, 6-9
Part 2


Origins and Development of the Presidency
Sept. 19
The Founders and the Presidency


Reading for next class: The American Presidency, 10
Sept. 26
The Presidency in the 19th Century
Reading for next class: The American Presidency, 14-16

*************************First Paper Due 9/26******************************

October 3
The Presidency in the 20th Century
Reading for next class: The Politics Presidents Make, chapters 1-3

Part 3


Theories of Presidential Leadership
October 10
Skowronek’s Theory of Political Time

Reading for next class: The Politics Presidents Make, chapter 8, Jefferson, Jackson, and Roosevelt’s Reconstruction

October 17
Reconstructive Politics



Reading for next class: The Politics Presidents Make, Monroe and Polk’s 

Articulation, Hoover and Carter’s Disjunction; Epic Journey, 2; “Leadership by Definition”

October 24
Affiliated Leadership


Reading for next class: The Opposition Presidency, Chapters 1, 2, 7-9

October 31
Opposition Leadership



Reading for next class: The Rhetorical Presidency, 1-5
*************************Second Paper Due 10/31***************************

Part 3


The Presidential Toolkit
Nov. 7

Presidential Rhetoric



Reading for next class: The Rhetorical Presidency, 6-7; “The Presidency 

and the Press”; and “A Weapon in the Hands of the People”

Nov. 14
Perils of Presidential Rhetoric

Nov. 21
No Class



Reading for next class: The American Presidency, 11-12
*******************Third Paper Due 11/20, 11:00AM*************************

Nov. 28
Bargaining, Going Public, Executive Orders, and Signing Statements 


Reading for next class: The American Presidency, 13
Dec. 5

In-Class Exam
